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1956 


Maybe you've seen her as the stepmom on MY 
THREK sons during the Sixties... Maybe you've 
seen her countless guest appearances on various 
TV game shows of the Seventies... Or perhaps on 
v/hatever bland series she's working on at the 
moment....BUT, unless you've seen Beverly Garland 
scream her way thru one of the classic cheapies 
that came her way circa 1956, you cannot appreciate 
her redheaded existence on the screen. Here, we 
offer alphabetically the 1956 legacy of scream 
queen, Bev; 


CUHUCU, BEAST OP THE AMAZON (Universal) 

A super Technicolor wonder filmed on location in 
Brazil with Bev starring as an overly dedicated 

safari with John Bromfield on the infamous 


river. Our starlet screams her way thru giant snake attacks, superimposed 
stampedes, and the ridiculously stupid birdlike creature Imown as Gurucu { 
which turns out to only be a man with a big beak and claws). Loaded with 
laughs and exotic locale. V/ritten and directed by veteran. Curt Siodmak, 

GUNSLINGER (American International)- Roger Gorman produced thd directed 
this JOHNNY GUITAR remake inulving a scramble for — 

land in the path of a planned railroad and tvro tough 
frontier gals set on blovjing each other's shit avray, 

Bev's the new marshal having ^aken over her husband's 
job after he was shot over breakfast. Her opponent is 
Allison Hayes (Attack Of The 50 Foot Uoman) as the 
land-scam mastermind who will stop at nothing and hires 
John Ireland to eliminate anyone who gets in her way. 

He's got one tough decision when he gets caught in a 
three way shovrdoim with the gals. Also featuring Gorman 
regulars, Jonathan Haze and Bruno Ve Sota. 

IT CONQUERED THE WORLD (American Int, )- Another. 

Gorman produced and directed sci-fi schlock classic 
starring Lee Van Cleef as a scientist who communicates 
with Venus on his ham radio until one of them turns 
up and ends up being one of the most laughable screen 
monsters ever. IT looks like an upside-down ice cream 
cone with ariTis, horns and pointed teeth at the bottom. 

IT kills the scientist's wife (Bev) antj he gets his 
rvenge with a blovjtorch. IT falls on IT's side and 
dies. With an all star cast including Peter Graves, 

Sally Fraser, Russ Bender, Dick Killer and Jonathan 
Haze, IT was remade better/worse in 1966 by ace bad 
directoy, Larry Buchanan £~ 
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I'.'Afiril (Allied Artists) is Imovm as one of Com? 
best sci-fi comedy movies. It stars Paul 31rch as an alien v;ho 
"somewhere else" and resembles the icon of cool with a pair of Lou Ree 
wraparound shades. He hops around-like an insurance salesman on acid! 
and speaks in a weird accent that makes zero sense. Bev portrays an 
unsuspecting^ nurse vjho gives him blood injections. The alien sends 



samples of "lower class" Earth life to his planet thru a matter transfor¬ 
mation machine and collects blood in milk bottles. Dick Hiller has a cameo 
as a vaccuuiu cleaner salesman before Bev spots the alien sans shades. "Luke _ 
into my eyes I i.y eyes are aa-lleni" Our heroine books it in her car while 
being pursued by the weird eyed invader in another car. We're then subjected 
to one series of roadway footage recycled six or seven times, end on end, 
"Luke into my eyes, you fool", he yells from his car to hers. But she 
doesn't even "luke" into her rearview mirror and shortly thereafter, Birch 
cracks up on the road. His tombstone MriK reads HERE LIES A HAN WHO WAS 
HOT OP THIS EARTH. 

SWAHP WOliEH { 'oolner) was yet another Corraan-directed role 
reversal flick starring Harie V/indsor, Bev and Jill JarraYn as the Hardo 
gang, a trio of murderous but buxom women in a Louisiana prison, v/ho escape 
to^restore a hidden l oad of stolen diamonds hidden in the bayous. They're 
joined by undercover MHM con , Carol Hathevrs and geologistexplorer 
I.ike Touch " Conners. Bev is so tough, she spends most of her tine slinking 
aroimd, _ che-wing gun and spewing insults from the corner of her mouth. 

Larie Windsor is the leader because she's got the deepest voice.Conners smili 
. alot while the girls fight to romance him.Pull of shootouts and alligator 
wrestling sequences. Cool saxophone cocktail music on the soundtrack 
throughout.Flaming Passlns., .Weird Adventure''squawked the ads. 

Thus ended a year that,marked Ms. Garland forever in time 
screara queen extraordinaire. Forget Chip, Ernie and Uncle 
, remember BEV in 19561i•■■• 


Charlie, 
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Perhaps it's not the best idea in the world to pick the 
most outstanding screened film of the year for such a 
Parish-oriented city as Lafayette, Louisiana (our home base) 
vjhsre we have only primarily first-run movies, however one 
event stands out enough to constitute it as our pick for 
local screening event of the year, 

XiiSE sucmer, the Plaza (definitely THE finest theatre 
in town) shoxjed the recent classic, BASKET CASE for a week. 
Because of the fact that this low-budget masterpiece was 
booked in a large thatre complete vrith a huge screen and 
comforatable rocking chair seats made it a treat to velw 
three times during it's seven day run. Too bad the crowd 
always fairly small and not very appreciative of the 
•budvet vein thev were beinv "trentdd to"P"''Thev should 


low-budget gem they were being "treated to"^■'They should 
have driven out to the mall and caught FRIDAY THE 13th.. 

THE PINAL CHAPTER to satisfy their i-ieak tastes. 

Originally unleashed in 1902 as pretty much strictly 
a "midnight movie", BA 3KET CASE was rereleased this year 
after several magazines and word of mouth billed it as a 
classic grade Z horror film. Director/screenviriter/edi'tor, 
Prank Henenlotter dedicates it to Herschell Gordon Lewis during the end credits 
and the master's influence is definitely there. However, Henenlotter in many 
ways surpasses Lewis wjth his brilliant direction, storyline and an even cheaper 
grainier look to the film. 

In short, the story is about a young man named Duane Bradley (Kevin Van 
Hententryck) and his twisted, mutant Siamese twin, Belial, who Duane keeps 
hidden in a small wicker basket. They check into a sleazy Hanhatten hotel with 
intentions of seeking out and killing the three doctors responsible for their 
physical seperation against their will. During a flashback sequence in the 
middle of the movie, i-re're shown the graphic operation performed by (amusingly 
enough) Doctors Lifflander, Kutter, and Heedleraan. 

Belial is a small, green, misshapen creature with pointed teeth, claws 
and a terrific appetite. He coKmunicates with Duane by telepathy and often 
Imows what his brother is thinking. Duane visits Dr, Keedleman and shows him 
his scar just to frealc him out and remind him of his deitful deed.Duane falls 
for the doctor's receptionist, Sharon (played by stand-up comic, Terri Susan 
Smith in a ijig).The tvjo go out on a date while Belial is left locked in the 
hotel room. He gets all riled up and starts tearing up the place and kills a 
couple of people.The scenes of Belial are done with a clever little puppet 
and/or taclcy stop action camerawork V'fith clay figure ala GTIMBY. 

Anyway, after managing to get their grim revenge on all three doctors and 
and all seems viell enough, Duane attempts to make love to Sharon but jealous 
Belial pops out of his basket and scares the living shit out of her. 

Later he sneaks out while Duane is asleep and rapes Sharon in her own bed, 

Duane walces up, realizes what's g oing down and runs over to retrieve his brother 
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liftien they get back to the hotel room, Duane has a fit over the ordeal but 
iSlial retaliates and hooks onto Duane's crotch as they both go flying out 
the window, Belial hangs from the hotel sign, hanging on to Duane by the 
neck. He accidently stragles him and they both go crashing to the pavement 
below v/hile hookers stare in astonishment. 

Almost all the characters in BASKET CASE are entertainingly sleazy and the 
murders are bloody and fimny. Great musical score by Gus Russol In ten years, 
this film will age like fine wine and be considered one of the great oddball 


movies of all tine. All I can say is that : 
catch this no-budget gem in such a nice theatre, 
have somethi nR lik e this happen again. 
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SPOT REMOVED* 

He at Boom regret to announce the passing of Spot, 
the Wonder Dog as of recently. Spot, you may remember, was 
the charming little mutt you used to see at the end of the 
PBS series, SllEAK PREVIEWS assisting nerds Siskel and Ebert 
through a weekly warning of the absolute worst stuff out 
that week. Spot barked thru countless mentions of Icung-fu, 
has-been actor vehicles and slasher stuff before leaving 
that show a couple or more years ago._How he's dead^,.doggone I 

















You can imagine ray excitement as I drove past the Center Cinema in Lafayette 
a few vjeeks ago to spot the word, HTJTRIAIIAH lettered out on the marquee. V/ell, 
imr.iediately I pull into the theatre parking lot to get a closer look at the 
poster being displayed near the entrance, I couldn't believe it! .. .NUTRIAMAli, 
TERROR OP THE SV/AIIPS..,a creature feature filmed near Houma, Louisiana, .you mean 
I've been hearing endless local hype about that surebore, ACADIAN WALTZ produced 
near Lafayette recently vjhile some independent filmmaker was doing a svramp monster 
movie just down the road??!! I couldn't wait to see this..the idea of a human 
nutria wreaking havoc on the bayou,..imagine the possibilities! 

However, lIUTRIAIiAH tiirnd out to be a disappointment (even for me). Produced 
and written by Houma native, Martin Poise and directed by Joe Catatalano (who 
previously worked on the last Richard Pryor concert movie shot in New Orleans) 
the film concerns itself on a couple of scientists who are trying to create a 
nutated apecies of nutria in order to sell their fur to a foriegn market. But 
one of the rodents accidentally gets an injection of human hormones to become 
the dreaded monster, Hutriaman stalks about the swamp killing whatever.,.including 
the father of two bumbling coonasses in the tradition of Wally and Beaver Cleaver, 
The stupid one is nai’ied T-Bob and portrayed by one, llioheal Tescudaro. A swamp 
buggy riding sheriff spends the entire movie trying to figure out what's going 
on,The actor playing the sheriff is named Billy Holiday (no foolin'), A weird 
gray haired swamp woman barely escapes one of the nutria's attacks. She helps 
the sheriff close in on the general area of the monster. The scientists kidnap 
the old woman to help them hightail it out of the bayou. She tricks the txiro 
villans into walking into quicksand while T-Bob witnesses his brother killed in 
a fiery explosion while successfully trying to bur» up the nutrlaman. The movie 
ends with the old vroman laughing near the quicksand and T-Bob crying near the 
explosion while the sheriff looks confused. 

NUTRIAIIAN was one great idea but the director left one major thing out 
of the film. ..you NEVER get to actually xvitness the monster except for a few 
shots of him hidden behind something! And those shots last only about a second 
and a half each, I mean the monster's costume was credited during the end titles 
but we never see it and the main unwritten lax-f of all low budjet sci-fi features 
is that the director should have HO shame in displaying the cheepnis of his 
raonster! If only there would have been a few shots of Hutriaman in all of his 
glory, the thing i-rould have been classic! However, I x^alked out with a feeling 
of dissatisfaction. Lots of the dialog x-jas later dubbed in by what soxxnds like 
other actors entirely and that was entertaining.,.lots of various Interpretations 
of cajxin dialect aboxmded the picture and that was good. ..but no monster shots 
sent this baby right to the can. Don't get me wrong, it was a tre.t to see a local 
monster movie but it isn't nearly as entertaining as the low budget vehicles of 
Baltimore based director, Don Dohler or anything close. Please give it another she 
iir. Martin Poise but next time, leave your shame at home. 
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